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E A S T E R : The CaI t  to  Trus t  in  the  Renet ing  Power  o f  L  .

Tonigi-rt we
o f  o u r  t r e a r t s :
a n d  p e a c e .

Ton igh t  we

a r e  c a l l e d  t o  V i g i l .  W e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  l e t  s u r f a c e  t h e  d e e p e s t  h u i r i ; e r s

The hunger  fo r  mean ing ,  the  hunger  fo r  love ,  the  hunger  fo r  reconc i l ia t io i i

a r e  c a l l e d  t o  f i r e  u p our expectancy that a New Day is about to dar^m.

to  s t rugg le .  For  our  hopes  and dreams are  tooB u t  t h i s  c a l l  t o  V i g i l  i s  a  c a l l

o f t e n  a s s a u l t e d ,  t o o  e a s i l y  d a s h e d .

We approach our  Vlg i l  ton ight  as a people whose very abi l i ty  to  dream, to  hope,

to expect a New Day is itself in need of renewal and healing. We are, al1 of us,

woundld by the violence of the darlc, by the alrnost constant assaults on the dignity of

human life. we succumb to the nunbness, the cynicism, the fear, and the isol.ating

defensiveness that blind us to the very possibility of a new davrn, a nel4' way. lale are

nuch more prone to bel ieve bad news than good!  To enter  Vig i l  is  to  s t ruggle to  bel ieve

in the danning Power of God, in whom Power and Iove are one.

Ti re  v ig i lan t  a re  the  hearers  o f  Ehe Good News

proc lamat ion  bears  the  power  o f  our  God to  reach to

t h e  d e e p e s t  p i t s  o f  h u m a n  e x p e r i e n c e '  t o  t h e  s t i n g

this davrn :  Jesus i "  3 i  
"u.  

!  Ttr  i  s

the  very  depths  o f  human broke-nness .

o f death it self , "!g 
do p-orE!1Lng il-tiy :

He is  r i sen !  The Son r i ses !  Love is  v ic to r ious !  And a  new f reedom dawns '

I ' ree<tom f rom fear ,  f rom des t ruc t ive  de fens iveness ,  f lom cyn ic ism and despa i r .  F reedor

to  hope,  to  t rus t ,  to  love  and be  l -oved.  t r ' teedom even to  d ie ,  as  Jesus  d ied ,  as  a  i . in . r  j

and Eotal act of Lrust in this God who constantly wanls to make us new.

Resur rec t ion  Fa i th  i s  no t  b l ind  fa i th .  The s igns  o f  God 's  renewing po lder '  s r r l . r t ru r r . l

a j l  who w i l l  open the i r  eJes  th is  dawn.  Ne i ther  c loes  Eas ter  Fope ca l l  us  t  6X61 in ( l

to  the  brokenness ,  the  . r$ len .e ,  the  ha t red ,  the  in jus t i ce  in  our  mids t .  The ca l t  , r t

th is  Eas ter  morn ing  redeenrs  us  f rom the  dua l  unrea l i t ies  Of  na ive  op t im ism ant i  co t r - r t r l ' t , r ;

despa i r ,  I ^ Ie  a re  ca l led  to  be l ieve  tha t  the  ?ower  o f  Love is  v ic to r ious  in  ' Ieo t ts  ( ' i , r , - " '

who was c ruc i f i .ed .  l , le  a re  ca l led  to  exper ience the  power  f low ing  f rom His  Resur r (x  l1or '

I^le are called to find a new Peace, a new meaning, a new courage, and a renewe<l iov.'

p rec ise ly  in  Ehe mids t  o f  our  s t rugg le .  \ , Ie  a re  ca l led ,  in  the  Power  o f  the  P. ise i r  C lu - is '

Eo  renew the  face  o f  the  Ear th !

Wi th  Peter ,  we c ry  ou t  lodaY:

"Pra ised be  the  God and Father  o f  our  Lord  Jesus  Chr is t ,  who gave us  new b i i rh ;

a  b i r th  un to  hope wh ich  draws i t s  l i fe  f rom the  Resur rec t ion  o f  Jesus  chr is t

f rom the  dead" .  (1  Peter  1 :3 )


